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36 Books to read before you leave high school 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
Alice in 
Wonderland 
by Lewis 
Caroll 

Walk in 
My Shoes 
by Alwyn 
Evans 

The 
Magician 
by 
Raymond 
E. Feist 

Fatherland 
by Robert 
Harris 

The Mozart 
Maulers by 
Dorian 
Mode 

Years of Rice 
and Salt by 
Kim Stanley 
Robinson 

Hovercar 
Racer by 
Matthew 
Reilly 

The 
Murder of 
Roger 
Ackroyd by 
Agatha 
Christie 

Tomorrow 
When the 
War 
Began by 
John 
Marsden 

Touching 
the Void by 
Joe 
Simpson 

Weapons of 
Choice by 
John 
Birmingham 

Long Walk 
to Freedom 
by Nelson 
Mandela 

Harry Potter 
and the 
Philosopher’s 
Stone by J.K. 
Rowling 

Pagan’s 
crusade by 
Catherine 
Jinks 

Chinese 
Cinderella 
by Adeline 
Yen Mah 

Ender’s 
game by 
Orson 
Scott Card 

Watership 
Down by 
Richard 
Adams 

Siddhartha 
by Herman 
Hesse 

Deltora 
Quest: 
Forest of 
silence by 
Emily Rodda  
 
  

The Hobbit 
and Lord of 
the Rings 
by JRR 
Tolkein 

We are the 
Weather 
Makers: 
The Story 
of Global 
Warming 
by Tim 
Flannery 

Beyond the 
Labyrinth 
by Gillian 
Rubinstein 
(aka Lian 
Hearn) 

Losing my 
Virginity by 
Richard 
Branson 

Night by Elie 
Wiesel 
 

Boy 
Overboard 
by Morris 
Gleitzman 

Lionheart 
by Jesse 
Martin 

Strange 
Objects by 
Gary Crew 

48 Shades 
of Brown 
by Nick 
Earls 

Our 
Sunshine by 
Robert 
Drewe 

Jane Eyre by 
Charlotte 
Bronte and 
The Wide 
Sargasso 
Sea by Jean 
Rhys 

Young Bond: 
Silverfin by 
Charlie 
Higson 

Tales from 
Shakespeare 
by Charlie 
& Mary 
Lamb 

The Girl 
with the 
Pearl 
Earring 
by Tracy 
Chevalier 

Deadly 
Unna? By 
Phillip 
Gwynne 

Looking for 
Alibrandi by 
Melina 
Marchetta 

Perfume by 
Patrick 
Süskind 

 


